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Adm: Stansﬁeld .'I‘umer ,dldnt-.,

kno\# it when President- Carter cailed ]

:him home from. Europe ‘to.. become.
difector of | the Central Intelhgence ~
Ag;:ncy, he surely knows’ 1t Jow: He's
. :80L a bear by the tail, one that even-.
'the ~most bold and determined director
pmbably can’t: contro

IR

f - That i:vas? madé”iélear' ‘b
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doubt the C.IA.'s-Teaction) t6 dis”
'closu ‘of mistakes and improprieties
-—an attempt to shift the atiack from
| “those who committed the mistake or
“the-‘impropriety to~ t.hose .yho  ex-
posed it. vl e

~"But that won 't wash. It as the In-~
lelh-’ence Oversight .Board reported,-
,th‘e» payments ‘were .improper, -they .
should have . been..discontinued.. last.
year;. at the least ‘Mr.-Carter should
have., been - -given txmely information

STAT

“Convresswnal B oversnoht"
over, has been mocked again, Two
long-term investigations failed to turn
up information about the Hussein pay-
ments. The agency and the Ford Ad--
ministiation did not hesitate to with- .
hold the information from Congreass'’s
supposed watchdogs, although Aaron-
Donner, - chief counsel for -the House
investigators, told The Post that the
‘committee “went into the question of _
payments. and other favors and gifts -
to-heads of state sufficiently that .-

about them,, so: t.nat ‘he-could perhaps.
have.made a more. txmely decxsron on.
;thau' chscontmuatmn

e et

East_ policy,:*moreover, the Hussein |
matter: tells all too .much about: the
*CiTA. and about ‘the impossible task’
.canﬁ'ontmg Admiral Turner and Mr:9

‘Carter in trymg -to- control a .monster. i

“that operates-in secrecy and arrogates-

‘closare: in The Washington Post. that, =
theuc LA, - since 11957, secretly. had :
paid. rmllxons of. doHar.r—s?SO 000 last.-
‘year—to King Hussein of Jordan. Not-».
on}yw did these ..payments . survive'
thtoubh five: Admmnstratlon and mto*
- ~a srxth but:. {
¥ ‘Q’l‘hey were lapeled an 1r1propnaty :
" last year ‘by President Ford's- ‘Intel- ]
"ligénce - Oversight * Board ‘«Ir. Ford
took no- action an ‘
contmue.

* mentioned the - Hussem payments to:.
the Semate. Intelhgeme Commlttee or

mforrmed Pze;xdent-elect Carter of’ the
¢ Hussein’ payments”a.lthough Mr: Bush"
met with Mr"Carter ﬁve ~d:ffer'entj"
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M. Carter s reported by.’l’he Post:
“to “Hrave ‘stopped “the:payments’ when 3
'the newspaper’smmthxganorr ‘made-;)
. him aware of them;"and this has led"
‘tovthe criticism that:by: halting ‘them-.?
m the -eve of Secretary of State*

ol would be interesting to know, for‘
- example whether- the. flve Presidents
"who preceded Mr. :Carter each knew-
in-detail and approved specifically the

e ‘Astde fromthe ' xmpact on dedlej A

to' 1tself xmmumry from the re'tramts .

tha failure to supply such mformatwn 3
. would be in the nature of thhholdmg
such mformatxon EUE

»Ihose who- are defendmv the Hus-
sein- bayments as necessary and effee- -
“tive have the burden, moreover, of
explaining the 20 years of secrecy -
" that surrounded them. If the payments |
were not bribes but reflected an hon-"
ofable and fruitful relationship, they -
might better have been made and de-
fended openly. Secrecy once exposed,
.85 it might have been:at- any time,-
- could only lend itself to any-interpre- -
tatron the worst enemies of Hussein -

continuing payments to King Hussein. -

_Whatever raticnale there might have -

-been for clandestine payments to him '
in-1957, was it re-examined annually
jor even quadrennxally” e, ;‘;:;,._r?

S Did" the C.LA deterrmne ‘the neces-
sity for these payments ‘and persuade.
_or decelve one - Administration - arter~
"another’ into going along? Or.did one
'Admlmstratmn after another decidé as’

a ‘natter- of policy-.t6 make the: pay-
‘nfents;>then merely use the C.LA. as
“azsecret” bank?.Who' has been telling 7
. whonmwhat -ought to be done? And
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succeed hnm" it

e and the United States ‘wanted to put

ho% many: more-littte secrets like this:
."one does the. agency have to spring on-
‘Mr; Carter. or on the Pres:dents who.

. onthe story. -

i 'No wonder, therefore that one pu;o :
pos,e of Mr. Carter’s current review of
- “Sensitive foreign intelligence activt.”™
ies” is to assure ‘that’” “what can’ be’
. done openly is fof done secretly.” But
- he can have no such assurence as Icng
=23 he and Admiral Turner must, hang
‘ot to the tail of a bear that obvnously
.deesn’t want to be controlled. Isn’t it:.
time to rid ourselves of the-bear m*

ory
more-

ias-ar ol" a pet “that “cah~be" hougey ™




